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now near midnight, not a light to be seen in the houses, not
a sound to be heard in the streets, the sky too was dark and
overcast, till, for the first time, a feeling of lonely dread came
over me, and I confess that more than once I turned my head
to look and see if no one was following with " evil," as Arabs
say, in his hand. But there was none, and I reached the quiet
alley and low door where a gleam through the chinks announced
the anxious watch of rny companions,, who now opened the
entrance, overjoyed at seeing me back sound and safe from so
critical a parley.

Our plan for the future was soon formed. A day or two we
were yet to remain in Kiad, lest haste should seem to imply
fear, and thereby encourage pursuit. But during that period
we would avoid the palace, out-walks in gardens or after night-
fall, and keep at home as much as possible. Meanwhile
Aboo-'Eysa was to get his dromedaries ready, and put them in
a courtyard immediately adjoining the house, to be laden at a
moment's notice.

A band of travellers was to leave Eiad for Hasa a few days
later. Aboo-'Eysa gave out publicly that he would accompany
them to Hofhoof, while we were supposed to intend following
the northern or Sedeyr track, by which the NcTib, after many
reciprocal farewells and assurances of lasting friendship, should
we ever meet again, had lately departed. Mobeyreek, a black
servant in Aboo-'Eysa's pay, occupied himself diligently in
feeding up the camels for their long march with clover and
vetches, both abundant here; and we continued our medical
avocations, but quietly, and without much leaving the house.
At the palace all were busy about the departure of the Hareek
contingent, which now set out on its 'Oneyzah way by Shakra',
but marched, contrary to expectation, without 'Abd-Allah, that
prince reserving himself for the arrival of the artillery, which
was daily expected from Hasa, under the charge of Mohammed
es-Sedeyree. Amid all this movement and bustle no particular
enquiry was made after us; the tempest had been followed by a
lull, and it was ours to take advantage of this interval before a
new and a worse outburst.

During the afternoon of the 24th we brought three of Aboo-
'Eysa's caineLs into our courtyard, shut the outer door, packed